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to exercise a powerful influence on our conduct.
But it may be objected, Is not this a low and un-
worthy motive to set before us ? Ought we not to do
right simply from the love of right, quite irrespective
of consequences ? Might it not even be better that
we should not be tempted to attend to such motives
at all ? Are they anything better than a refined
form of selfishness ? Would it not be more noble to
throw overboard all belief in, or at least all attention
to, a life after death, and do right simply from, the
love of right; to act for the good of our fellow-
creatures from purely benevolent motives ?

These questions are so far the outcome of right
feelings that they demand an attentive consideration.
I think, however, that when they are fairly scrutinised,
it will be found that the disparagement which they
indicate of any influence on our conduct of hopes
and fears in connection with a future life rests upon
fallacies.

First, as regards the charge of selfishness. Atten-
tion to what is for one's own good does not constitute
selfishness. It may be for a man's good that he
should deny himself some present gratification in
order to lay by money for his old age, to provide for
a time which may probably be coming when he will
no longer be able to work for his own support or that
of his family. Thrift is not selfishness, though it
involves* consideration for a man's own interest It